
  

United Republic of Tanzania 

 

 

 

 

BUKOBA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2018 



  

United Republic of Tanzania 

 
 
 

BUKOBA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE, 2015 
 

 

 

 

Jointly prepared by 

National Bureau of Statistics, 

Ministry of Finance and Planning, 

and 

Bukoba Municipal Council 

 

 

 

                                                                                                             

National Bureau of Statistics           Bukoba Municipal Council 

Dar es Salaam          Kagera Region 

 

 

 

 

 

May, 2018   



i 

 

Foreword 

The goals of Tanzaniaôs Development Vision 2025 are in line with United Nationôs 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030. Among the major goals includes 

achieving high quality livelihood for the people; to achieve food security; to 

develop a strong and competitive economy; to combat inequality and empower all 

women and girls. To manage monitoring the progress in achieving these goals, there is need for 

availability of timely and accurate statistical information at all levels. 

Problems occurring in both urban and rural areas are many and challenging. Experience shows that 

delivery of quality social and economic services requires a continuous and sustainable improvement of 

strategies through community participation from time to time. Indeed, it must be admitted that high 

primary school enrolment rates recently attained have to be sustained by using available resources and 

so is the policy of making sure that all pupils who pass standard seven examinations join Form One. 

The food situation is still precarious and infant and maternal mortality rates, while showing signs of 

decline, continue to be high. Unemployment in rural areas triggers mass migration of youths to the 

already overcrowded urban centers. 

Health problems due to HIV/AIDS pandemic have been quite severe among the economically active 

population which hinders efforts to advance smoothly into the 21
st
 century of science and technology. 

The pandemic has left an increasing number of orphans, broken families and considerable suffering. 

AIDS together with environmental deterioration are new developmental problems which cannot be 

ignored. 

Efforts by the Municipal Council to meet both the new and old challenges are hampered by many 

factors including ill prepared rural development programs followed by weak implementation, as well 

as monitoring and supervision of these programs. The shortcomings in policy formulation, project 

identification, design and implementation due to lack of reliable and adequate data and information on 

the rural development process have to be addressed appropriately. The availability of reliable, adequate 

and relevant qualitative and quantitative data and information at district level are prerequisite for 

formulating, planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of districtsô development programs. 

Bukoba Municipal Council has prepared this Socio-Economic profile by using its own funds. The 

publication of the Bukoba Municipal Council Social-Economic Profile series by the Municipal 

Management Team with technical backstopping from the National Bureau of Statistics should be 

viewed as a step forward towards finding feasible solutions to the existing problem of data and 

information gap at Municipality level. 

 



ii  

 

The Municipal Council Profile covers a wide range of statistics and information on geography, 

population, social-economic parameters, social services, economic infrastructure, productive sectors 

and cross cutting issues. It is believed that such data are vital to many policy makers, planners, 

researchers, donors and functional managers. 

This Bukoba Municipal Council Socio Economic Profile has taken advantage of the cumulative 

experience gained in the production of the Regional and District Socio Economic Profiles covering the 

whole country. It provides valuable information to our clients. Constructive views and criticisms are 

invited from stakeholders and various readers to enable this profile become a better tool in the 

formulation and implementation of the countryôs policies. 

Last but not least, I would like to acknowledge with thanks, the contribution made by the Office of the 

Director of Bukoba Municipal Council, National Bureau of Statistics and other staff of the Municipal 

Council who devoted their time and efforts to ensure the successful completion of this assignment. 

 

 

 

Mfugale E.A 

Municipal Director 

May, 2018 
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1 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 Introduction  

This chapter, gives overview information about the geographical location, land area, administrative 

units, climate and agro-ecological zones of Bukoba Municipal Council (BMC). In addition, this 

chapter provides the information about ethnic groups and population distribution. 

 

1.1 Geographical Location 

Bukoba Municipal Council is one of the eight Local Government Authorities (LGAs) in Kagera 

Region. Other local authorities are Bukoba, Missenyi, Karagwe, Muleba, Biharamulo, Kyerwa, and 

Ngara district councils. Out of the eight LGAs, Bukoba Municipal Council is the administrative and 

commercial capital of Kagera Region and also is the ñgatewayò or linking town of the great lakes 

countries of Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda and Burundi.  

Situated on the western shore of Lake Victoria, in the northwest of Tanzania, Bukoba Municipal 

Council lies only one degree south of the Equator and was Tanzania's second largest port on Lake 

Victoria. It lies between Latitudes 1
0
6ô0ò and 1

0
8ô42ò south of the Equator and Longitudes 31

0
16ô12ò 

and 31
0
18ô54ò east of the Greenwich Meridian. The Municipal Council also lies at 1,100 m above sea 

level and is bordered by Lake Victoria on the east and Bukoba District Council to the south, west and 

north. 

Much of the town structures are at the basin surrounded by escarpments invariably decorated by 

coffee/banana plantations, trees, and rocks. Bukoba emerged as the trading and commercial centre 

before becoming the administrative  headquarters of Buhaya Council which comprised of eight 

divisions  namely Bukoba itself, Kyamtwara, Bugabo (Maliyamkono), Kihanja, Kiziba, Missenyi, 

Ihangiro and Karagwe. Bukoba Town is among the oldest towns in the country. Its administrative 

Authority as Township was conferred upon it by the then British Colonial Government under the Local 

Governance Ordinance Cap 333 on the 27
th
 June 1960. At that time, Bukoba was a small town 

comprising of what is now called Uzunguni in Miembeni Ward, the central business district (CBD) and 

two residential neighborhoods close to CBD called ñUswahiliniò and Nyakanyasi. These residential 

neighbourhoods form part of wards now called Bilele and Bakoba. At independence in December 

1961, Bukoba Town was a glamorous, well planned town surrounded by homesteads under banana and 

coffee trees in the outskirts. Thereafter, the town expanded its administrative boundaries to meet the 

increasing population. The situation has resulted into environmental degradation, growth of slums and 

deterioration of infrastructures. In 2005, Bukoba Town Council acquired the municipal status and is 

among the eight town councils in the country which were promoted to Municipality and was published 

in the Government Gazette No. 210 of 29th July, 2005. Thus, this makes Bukoba Municipal Council to 

be one of the nineteen municipal councils in the country.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_parallel_south
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Map 1: Geographical Location of Bukoba Municipal Council; 2015 

 
      Source: Cartographic Unit, NBS, Dsm, 2017 
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1.2 Land Area, Land Use Pattern and Administrative Units 

Bukoba Municipal Council has a total area of 105 sq.km divided into land area of 83.0 sq.km 

(equivalent to 83 percent of total area) and water (22 sq.km or 21 percent). Looking at the land area of 

the council, Bukoba Municipal Council ranks the last council for having the smallest area of the total 

area of the region. 

 

Bukoba Municipal Council consists of one division namely Rwamishenye which in turn comprises of 

14 wards and 66 streets (mitaa). Out of the 14 wards, eight are situated in the greenbelt and the 

remaining six are located in the urban centers. Table 1.1 shows the area distribution and percent 

contribution of land and water area by ward. 

 

 

Table 1.1: Distribution of land and Water Area by Ward, Bukoba Municipal; 2015 

Ward No of streets Land Area Percent  Water Area Percent Total Area Percent  

Bakoba 5 2.8 3.4 5.99 27.2 8.79 8.4 

Bilele 4 1.8 2.2 0.1 0.5 1.9 1.8 

Buhembe 3 7.4 8.9 0.3 1.4 7.7 7.3 

Hamugembe 4 3.9 4.7 0.1 0.5 4 3.8 

Ijuganyondo 3 7.7 9.3 1 4.5 8.7 8.3 

Kagondo 3 5.1 6.1 0.7 3.2 5.8 5.5 

Kahororo 5 11.2 13.5 7.77 35.3 18.97 18.1 

Kashai 9 3.9 4.7 0.1 0.5 4 3.8 

Kibeta 5 7.2 8.7 0.8 3.6 8 7.6 

Kitendaguro 8 8.1 9.8 0.5 2.3 8.6 8.2 

Miembeni 5 2.5 3 3.54 16.1 6.04 5.8 

Nshambya 3 7.7 9.3 0.6 2.7 8.3 7.9 

Nyanga  5 11.3 13.6 0.1 0.5 11.4 10.9 

Rwamishenye 4 2.4 2.9 0.4 1.8 2.8 2.7 

Total 66 83 100 22 100.0 105 100.0 

Source: Municipal Director Bukoba Municipal Council (Land planning) 

 

Looking at land area, Nyanga Ward covers the largest part of land area of the Municipality (about 13.6 

percent) followed by Kahororo Ward with about 13.5 percent of the total land area. Bilele Ward has 

the smallest land area in the Municipality constituting only 2.2 percent.  
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Map 2: Bukoba Municipal Council Showing Ward Boundaries; 2015 

 

                Source: Cartographic Unit, NBS, Dsm, 2017 
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Figure: 1.1: Land Use Pattern, Bukoba Municipal Council; 2015 

 

Source: Municipal Director, Bukoba Municipal Council (Land planning) 

 

1.3 Climate, Soil and Topography 

The climate is sunny and mild most of the year. It can sometimes get cool especially in the evening 

during the two rainy seasons, but never as cold as the winter season in Europe. Bukoba Municipal 

Council experiences two main rainy seasons (bi-modal rainfall) per year namely February to May and 

September to November. Despite these two seasons, during dry season of December to January and 

June to August, there is still a spell of swallowers which is the secret of Bukoba Municipal Council 

being evergreen all year round. Bukoba Municipal Council enjoys an average of temperature ranging 

between 220C and 270C and an average rainfall of 2000 mm per year. 

 

The major soil within the Municipality is well drained, moderately deep or deep yellowish or reddish 

sandy clay to clay with weak structure, and low natural fertility with pH ranging from 4-6. It has a 

complex of undifferentiated shallow soil less than 25cm deep with rock outcrop. Bukoba Municipal 

Council is characterized by slope basin with altitude of 1100m above sea level. 

 

1.4 Drainage System 

There are two streams in the council (Kanoni and Kagemu) with several tributaries, which are 

Kyabazaile, Kaijumba, Kanoni, Rwabuhaya, Machinjioni, Kahanga, Kisharu, Ikemefuna, Kabanjoile, 

Kamubwi, Nyamurwani, Kiziru, Kabagabi, Kashabo, Kibeta Medium, Kaisho, Nyakalengo, 

Nyakanchuro, Kibumba, Ibanga and river Rumuli. These form a number of alluvial flood plain in the 

council. The Kanoni and Kagemu streams in Bukoba Municipal Council supplement the over 

increasing demand of water supply for both industrial and domestic purposes in the municipality. 

Kanoni stream flows through Rwamishenye, Nshambya, Bilele and Bakoba wards, while Kagemu 

stream flows through Kahororo, and Kashai wards. These two streams finally end up in Lake Victoria. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
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1.5 POPULATION  

1.5.1 Ethnic groups 

Generally the main inhabitants in Bukoba Municipal Council 

are the Haya tribe. However, the composition of the current 

population is getting more multiethnic because of the influx of 

workers like government and non-government workers, 

business men, religious and Fortier seekers from different 

district councils of Kagera Region as well as other regions from 

Tanzania and nearby countries. Thus, the Municipal Council has main three ethnic groups namely, 

Haya, Nyambo and Hangaza.  

 

1.5.2 Population size and Growth 

The population of Bukoba Municipal Council has experienced significant growth in the last decade. 

Table 1.2 shows that Bukoba Municipal Council population has increased by 59.3 percent from 80,868 

people in 2002 (40,583 males and 40,285 females) to 128,796 people counted in the 2012 Population 

and Housing Census (62,521 males and 66,275 females) resulting in a significant increase of 47,928 

people during the inter-censal period.  

Table 1.2 also shows the population size and its increase for Kagera Region and its councils recorded 

in the 2002 and 2012 censuses. Compared to other councils of Kagera Region, Bukoba Municipal 

Council is the last council in terms of land area and is also the least populous council according to 

census results of 2012. According to the 2012 Population and Housing Census results, the Municipal 

Council contributed 5.2 percent of the regional population. Between 2002 and 2012, the councilôs 

population increased by 59.3 percent higher than that of the Region (38.3 percent). 

 

Table 1.2: Population Size and Growth by Council, Kagera Region, 2002 and 2012 Census 

Council 

Land Area 

(sq. km) 

2002 Pop. Census 2012 Pop. Census Growth Rate 

Number Percent Number Percent 

1988 - 

2002 

2002 - 

2012 

Karagwe DC 4,342.0 201,446 11 332,020 13.5 -2.5 5 

Bukoba DC 2,595.5 241,234 14 289,697 11.8 -2.5 1.8 

Muleba DC 3,444.0 385,184 22 540,310 22 2.5 3.4 

Biharamulo DC 5,617.0 159,055 9 323,486 13.2 -2 7.1 

Ngara DC 3,744.0 334,409 19 320,056 13 5.3 -0.4 

Bukoba MC 83.0 80,868 5 128,796 5.2 N/A 4.7 

Misenyi DC 2,000.0 152,786 9 202,632 8.2 N/A 2.8 

Kyerwa DC 2,783.4 222,841 13 321,026 13.1 N/A 3.7 

Total 24,608.9 1,777,283 100 2,458,023 100     

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, 2002 and 2012 Population Censuses Reports. 
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Figure 1.2: Population Trend of Bukoba Municipal Council, 1967, 1978, 1988, 2002 and 2012 

  

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, 2002 and 2012 Population Censuses Reports. 

 

At ward level, Table 1.3 shows that Kagondo Ward had the highest population increase of almost 

126.3 percent followed by Kibeta (123.2 percent) and Kahororo (111.4 percent). The increase of 

population in Kagondo Ward is due to the expansion of settlement areas because of the proposed new 

bus station. For Kibeta Ward, the increase is due to the new settlement of people from other areas due 

to the availability of new plots.  

 

Table 1.3: Population Distribution by Ward, Bukoba Munic ipal Council, 2002 and 2012 Censuses 

Ward 

Population Distribution  

Percent 

increase  

Population 

change(2012-

2002) 

2002 Census 2012 Census 

Population Percent  Population  Percent  

Bakoba 11,430 14.1 17,474             14.0 52.3 6,044 

Bilele 4,758 5.9 5,405               4.0 13.0 647 

Buhembe 3,086 3.8 4,042               3.0 30.5 956 

Hamugembe 9,098 11.3 12,906             10.0 41.2 3,808 

Ijuganyondo 1,906 2.4 2,591               2.0 35.5 685 

Kagondo 1,833 2.3 4,170                3.0 126.3 2,337 

Kahororo 3,111 3.8 6,618                5.0 111.4 3,507 

Kashai 17,612 21.8 30,791              24.0 74.3 13,179 

Kibeta 3,593 4.4 8,088 6.0 123.2 4,495 

Kitendaguro 4,085 5.1 5,672               4.0 38.0 1,587 

Miembeni 6,416 7.9 6,543                5.0 1.7 127 

Nshambya 4,636 5.7 9,020                7.0 93.9 4,384 

Nyanga 1,831 2.3 3,129               2.0 69.0 1,298 

Rwamishenye 7,473 9.2 12,347 10.0 64.6 4,874 

Total 80,868 100 128,796 100.0 58.6 47,928 

    Source: NBS, 2002 and 2012 Population Censuses Report, Bukoba Municipal Council 
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                                          Source: Cartographic Unit, NBS, Dsm, 2017 

 

1.5.3 Population Density 

Population Density is defined as the number of people per square kilometer or square mile. Bukoba 

Municipal Council, with an average population density of 974 people per sq. km in 2002 is considered 

to be the highest densely populated Council in Kagera Region above Muleba District Council, Bukoba 

District Council, Ngara District Council, Kyerwa District Council and Missenyi District Council. In 

2012, the population density of Bukoba Municipal Council increased to 1,552 people per sq. km and 

again was the highest above all other councils in the region. 
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The population density of Bukoba Municipal Council was far above the regional average population 

density of 72 people per sq. km in 2002 and 100 persons per sq. km in 2012 but was not the most 

populous among the councils in the region in the two censuses. Among other reasons, the relatively 

high population density of Bukoba Municipal Council has been caused by the size of its land area 

(Table 1.4).  

 

Table 1.4: Population Density by Council, Kagera Region; 2002 and 2012 Censuses 

Council 

Land Area (sq. 

km). 

2002 

Population 

2012 

Population  

Population Density   

2002 2012 

Karagwe District Council 4,342.0 201,446 332,020 46 76 

Bukoba District Council 2,595.5 241,234 289,697 93 112 

Muleba District Council 3,444.0 385,184 540,310 112 157 

Biharamulo District Council 5,617.0 159,055 323,486 28 58 

Ngara District Council 3,744.0 334,409 320,056 89 85 

Bukoba Municipal Council 83.0 80,868 128,796 974 1,552 

Missenyi District Council 2,000.0 152,786 202,632 76 101 

Kyerwa District Council 2,783.4 222,841 321,026 80 115 

Total 24,608.9 1,777,283 2,458,023 72 100 

Source: NBS, 2002 and 2012 Population Censuses Report 

 

Bukoba Municipal Council has an average population density of 1,552 people per square kilometer, 

with variation across wards in 2012 Census (Figure1.3).  People are much concentrated in Kashai and 

Bakoba wards with population densities of 7,895 and 6,241 people per square kilometer. The ward 

with the lowest population density was Nyanga with a population density of 277 persons per sq.km. 

 

 

Figure 1.3: Population Densities by Ward, Bukoba MC, 2012 Census 

 
Source: NBS, Computed Data from 2002 and 2012 Population Censuses Report 
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By comparing population density observed in 2002 with that of 2012, the population density increased 

from an average of 974 people per square kilometer in 2002, to 1,552 people in 2012 census. This 

implies that, in 10 years, the population density increased by 577, which is equal to 59.3 percent 

increase. 

 

Table 1.5: Distribution of population Densities by Ward, Bukoba Municipal  Council 2002 and 2012 Censuses 

Ward 

Land area 

(sq.km) 

2002 Census 2012 Census Change in 

Population 

Density Population  

Population 

Density  Population  

Population 

Density  

Bakoba 2.8 11,430 4,082 17,474 6,241 2,159 

Bilele 1.8 4,758 2,643 5,405 3,003 359 

Buhembe 7.4 3,086 417 4,042 546 129 

Hamugembe 3.9 9,098 2,333 12,906 3,309 976 

Ijuganyondo 7.7 1,906 248 2,591 336 89 

Kagondo 5.1 1,833 359 4,170 818 458 

Kahororo 11.2 3,111 278 6,618 591 313 

Kashia 3.9 17,612 4,516 30,791 7,895 3,379 

Kibeta 7.2 3,593 499 8,088 1,123 624 

Kitendaguro 8.1 4,085 504 5,672 700 196 

Miembeni 2.5 6,416 2,566 6,543 2,617 51 

Nshambya 7.7 4,636 602 9,020 1,171 569 

Nyanga 11.3 1,831 162 3,129 277 115 

Rwamishenye 2.4 7,473 3,114 12,347 5,145 2,031 

Total 83.0 80,868 974 128,796 1,552 577 

Source: NBS, 2002 and 2012 Population Censuses Report 

 

1.5.4 Dependency ratio 

Dependants are persons aged 0ï14 years and those aged 65 years and above. Economically active age 

group includes persons aged 15- 64 years. Table 1.6 indicates the number of dependants and 

economically active persons in Kagera Region captured during the 2002 and 2012 censuses. Results 

obtained from the two censuses, Bukoba Municipal Council had 31,727 dependants in 2002 and 

51,929 in 2012 Census.  Economically active persons in the council were 49,141 in 2002 Census and 

were the least in the whole region (76,867). However, further analysis of the table shows that the 

number of economically active persons was slightly more than that of the dependants giving a 

dependency ratio of 65 8 in 2002. This means that in that year the burden of the dependants to the 

economically active population was small, meaning that the economic resources of economically 

active persons mobilized in development purposes was supporting few dependants. Similar cases were 

noted for the remaining councils, whereby the number of economically active persons was almost 

equal to the number of dependants. Further analysis shows that while the number of dependants had 

increased between the two censuses in the councils, the number of economically active persons had 

also increased between 2002 and 2012. The dependant population and the economically active persons 

increased by about 64 and 56 percent respectively between 2002 and 2012. 
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Table 1.6: Dependency Ratios by Council, Kagera Region, 2002 and 2012 Censuses 

Council 

2002 Population 2012 Population 

Dependants 

Economically 

Active 

Dependency 

Ratio Dependants 

Economically 

Active 

Dependency 

Ratio 

Biharamulo D C 84,415 74,640 113 178,207 145,279 123 

Bukoba  D C 124,965 116,269 107 148,390 141,307 105 

Bukoba  MC 31,727 49,141 65 51,929 76,867 68 

Karagwe DC 101,433 100,013 101 167,198 164,822 101 

Kyerwa DC 116,603 106,238 110 168,724 152,302 111 

Missenyi DC 78,464 74,322 106 100,263 102,369 98 

Muleba DC 193,794 191,390 101 275,585 264,752 104 

Ngara  D C 171,753 162,656 106 168,469 151,587 111 

Total 903,154 874,669 103 1,258,765 1,199,285 105 

Source: NBS, 2002 and 2012 Population Censuses Reports 

 

1.5.5 Population Distribution and Sex Ratio 

Population pyramid shows the clear and total picture of population by age and sex. This is a useful way 

to illustrate the age structure of the population. Figures 1.4 and 1.5 which show population pyramids of 

2002 and 2012 censuses indicate a youthful aged structure of Bukoba Municipal Council in both 

censuses. 

 
Figure 1.4: Population Pyramid by Age and Sex, Bukoba MC, 2002 Census 

  
Source: NBS, the 2002 Population and Housing Census, Volume IV,2002 
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Figure 1.5: Population Pyramid by Age and Sex, Bukoba MC, 2012 Census 

 
Source: NBS, the 2012 Population Distribution by Age and Sex,2013 

 

Furthermore, 45.7 percent of the population is composed of the young population below 18 years 

followed by the population aged 18-27 years (25.9 percent of the population).  

 

Table 1.7: Distribution of Population by Broad Age Group and Sex, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012 Census 

Age group 

Number Percent  

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

0 - 17 28,358 30,450 58,808 45.4 45.9 45.7 

18-29 15,499 17,897 33,396 24.8 27.0 25.9 

30-34 12,482 11,625 24,107 20.0 17.5 18.7 

45-60 4,707 4,232 8,939 7.5 6.4 6.9 

61+ 1,475 2,071 3,546 2.4 3.1 2.8 

Total 62,521 66,275 128,796 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: NBS, the 2012 population Distribution by Age and Sex 

 

Figure 1.6: Percentage Distribution of Population by Broad Age Group and  

     Sex, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012 Census 

 
Source: NBS, the 2012 Population Distribution by Age and Sex 
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Sex ratio by age provides an important index of population age. Here sex ratio is defined as the number 

of males over females in Bukoba Municipal Council. From table 1.8 we can see that the number of 

female begins to exceed the number of males and the difference grows larger with advanced Ages. 

 

Table 1.8: Sex Ratio of Bukoba Municipal Council; 2012 census 

Population Census, 2012 

Age Group Male  Female Total  Sex Ratio 

0-4 9,501 9,350 18,851 102 
5-9 7,692 8,027 15,719 96 

10-14 6,799 7,810 14,609 87 
15-19 7,436 8,811 16,247 84 

20-24 6,436 7,556 13,992 85 

25-29 5,993 6,793 12,786 88 
30-34 5,227 5,134 10,361 102 

35-39 4,357 3,950 8,307 110 
40-44 2,898 2,541 5,439 114 

45-49 2,132 1,765 3,897 121 

50-54 1,437 1,356 2,793 106 
55-59 913 877 1,790 104 

60-64 618 637 1,255 97 
65-69 366 458 824 80 

70-74 263 461 724 57 
75-79 214 276 490 78 

80+ 239 473 712 51 

Total  62,521 66,275 128,796 94 
Source: NBS, the 2012 population Distribution by Age and Sex,2013 

 

Generally, the overall sex ratio in 2012 Census of Bukoba Municipal Council was 94. This indicates 

that, for every 100 female there are 94 males. However, the sex ratio of 0-4 age group is above 100, 

this indicates an excess number of males over females; also the same pattern is observed in other age 

groups ranging from 30-59 and above. The lowest ratio is observed in age group 80 and above 

whereby there are 51 males for 100 females.  

 
Figure 1.7: Sex Ratios (Males for 100 Females) for Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012 Census 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Source: NBS, Population and Housing Census 2012. 
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Sex ratios among wards vary between 90 males per 100 female in Hamugembe and Rwamishenye 

wards and 113 in Miembeni Ward. The majority of the wards have ratios which range between 91 and 

98. Table 1.9 shows the distribution of sex ratios among wards in Bukoba Municipal Council. 

 

Table 1.9: Sex Ratios by Ward, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012 Census 

Ward 

2012 Pop. Census 

Sex Ratio 

Number 

Male Female Total 

Bakoba 8,481 8,993 17,474 94 

Bilele 2,577 2,828 5,405 91 

Buhembe 1,938 2,104 4,042 92 

Hamugembe 6,116 6,790 12,906 90 

Ijuganyondo 1,285 1,306 2,591 98 

Kagondo 2,035 2,135 4,170 95 

Kahororo 3,387 3,231 6,618 105 

Kashia 14,689 16,102 30,791 91 

Kibeta 3,969 4,119 8,088 96 

Kitendaguro 2,766 2,906 5,672 95 

Miembeni 3,464 3,079 6,543 113 

Nshambya 4,378 4,642 9,020 94 

Nyanga 1,571 1,558 3,129 101 

Rwamishenye 5,865 6,482 12,347 90 

Total 62,521 66,275 128,796 94 

Source: NBS, 2012 Population Distribution by Age and Sex,2013 

 

 

 

Figure 1.8: Sex Ratios by Ward, Bukoba Municipal Council; 2012 Census 

 

             
Source: NBS, 2012 Population and Housing Census, 2012. 
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1.5.6 Household Size 

Bukoba Municipal Council had an average household size of 3.9 people per household in 2012 Census. 

The highest average household size is 4.4 persons per household in Buhembe, Kahororo and 

Ijuganyondo Wards, while the least average household size of 3.5 persons per household was in 

Hamugembe Ward.  

 

Figure 1.9: Distribution of Average Household Size by Ward, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012 

 
Source: NBS, 2012 Population and Housing Census, 2012. 

 

 

 



16 

 

CHAPTER TWO  

ECONOMY OF THE COUNCIL  

2.0 Introduction  

This chapter highlights the socio-economic performance of Bukoba Municipal Council and its poverty 

status. The economic indicators used include the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Per Capita Gross 

Domestic Product and the main industrial activities as sources of income for the residents of Bukoba 

Municipal Council. Other non- income poverty indices discussed in this chapter include the status of 

residents in terms of their health and education status, housing conditions and their amenities inside 

and outside their dwellings. 

 

2.1 GDP and Per Capita GDP 

2.1.1 Council Contribution to the Region GDP 

Table 2.1 shows the computed GDP estimates by council in Kagera Region for 2013, 2014 and 2015 

years. Bukoba Municipal Council contributed six percent of the regionôs GDP in 2013 below Ngara 

District Council (6.8 percent), Biharamulo District Council (7.3 percent), Karagwe District Council 

(21.2 percent), Missenyi District Council (23.6 percent) and Muleba District Council (29.7 percent). It 

was the sixth council in 2013. The trend remained the same for the three consecutive years although it 

became the seventh council in 2014 and 2015. On the other hand, Bukoba Municipal Councilôs share 

in the GDP was very little in all three years (Table 2.1).  

 

 
Table 2.1: GDP Estimates Contribution by Council, 2013, 2014 and 2015 (Mill.Tsh), Kagera Region 

Council 

2013 2014 2015 

Amount Percent Amount Percent Amount Percent 

Karagwe District Council 522,569 21.5 526,724 17.6 651,479 20.1 

Bukoba District Council 122,924 5.0 117,509 3.9 176,153 5.4 

Muleba District Council 722,889 29.7 764,587 25.6 681,197 21.0 

Biharamulo District Council 177,142 7.3 200,784 6.7 298,167 9.2 

Ngara District Council 164,902 6.8 293,882 9.8 328,000 10.1 

Bukoba  MC 160,314 6.5 173,893 5.7 222,565 6.4 

Missenyi District Council 574,757 23.6 658,088 22.0 631,477 19.5 

Kyerwa District Council  0 0  267,295 8.9 288,609 8.9 

Total 2,435,690 100.0 2,988,881 100.0 3,239,000  100.0 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, National Accounts Data, 2017 
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       Figure 2.1: GDP and Per Capita GDP of Bukoba Municipal Council; 2013, 2014 and 2015 

        

       Source: NBS, Kagera Region GDP Report, 2017 

 

2.1.2 Council Per Capita GDP 

Looking at the distribution of the regional economy, Bukoba Municipal Council was the fourth in 2013 

and was the third in 2014 and 2015. Missenyi District Council had the highest per capita GDP in the 

region, TZS 2,748,135 in 2013, TZS 3,048,593 in 2014 and TZS 2,834,229 in 2015 followed by Karagwe 

District Council whereby in 2013 had TZS 1,524,899, TZS 1,489,164 in 2014 and TZS 1,784,522 in 2015. 

On Bukoba Municipal Council generated TZS 1,132,182 in 2013, TZS 1,166,200 in 2014 and TZS 

1,298,697 in 2015 (Table 2.2). The least council was Bukoba District Council in all three years.  

 

Table 2.2: Per Capita GDP Estimates by Council, 2013, 2014 and 2015, Kagera Region 

Council 

2013 2014 2015 

Amount Rank Amount Rank Amount Rank 

Karagwe DC 1,524,899 2  1,489,164 2  1,784,522 2 

Bukoba DC 411,107 7  380,759 8  553,007 8 

Muleba  DC 1,296,256 3  1,328,336 4  1,146,610 4 

Biharamulo DC 530,552 5  582,636 6  838,282 6 

Ngara DC 499,184 6  861,929 5  932,038 5 

Bukoba MC 1,132,182 4  1,166,200 3  1,298,697 3 

Missenyi DC 2,748,135 1  3,048,593 1  2,834,229 1 

Kyerwa DC 0 8  781,583 7  817,627  7 

Total 1,582,797   1,141,423   1,198,425   

   Source: National Bureau of Statistics, National Accounts Data, 2017 
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2.2 Non - Income Indicators 

As stated earlier, besides income poverty in terms of GDP and per capita GDP, there are other non - 

income indicators that portray the poverty level. These indicators include main sources of cash income, 

food poverty in terms of food security and protein intake, net enrolment, adult literacy rate, health 

indicators and housing condition and their amenities inside and outside dwellings. Others include the 

use of modern and durable building materials, access to safe drinking water, types of toilets, 

householdôs assets, and sources of lighting and cooking energies. 

 

2.2.1 Main Sources of Cash Income 

Kagera Region Agriculture Sample Census - 2007/08 showed that Bukoba Municipal Council had a 

minimum number of economic opportunities due to unavailability of industries in the council. Sale of 

food crops was reported to be the main source of income in the council which engaged 34.5 percent of 

residents. It was followed by wages or salaries in cash (15.5 percent), business income (14.7 percent), 

sale of cash crops (12.9 percent), other casual cash earning (11.2 percent), cash remittances (6 percent),  

sale of livestock products (4.3 percent) and sale of forest products (0.9 percent).   

 

Figure 2.2: Percentage of Main Sources of Income in Bukoba Municipal Council, 2007/08 

     

Source: NBS, Agriculture Sample Census Report 2007/08 Kagera Region 

 

2.2.2 Food Security and Food Poverty 

According to the 2007/2008 National Sample Census of Agriculture, 64 percent of households  of all 

agricultural households in Bukoba Municipal Council reported that they óneverô experienced problems 

in satisfying household food requirement. Other households reported to have experienced food 

problems at different levels including those households that óseldomô experiences food problem (22 

percent), and ñsometimesò experienced food problem (9 percent). However, 345 households (5 

percent) óoftenô experienced food shortage (Figure 2.3). 
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Figure 2.3: Percentage Distribution of Rural Agricultural Households by Status of Food Satisfaction, Bukoba 

Municipal Council , 2007/2008 

                      
                       Source:  NBS, National Sample Census of Agriculture, Kagera region, 2007/2008. 

 

 

2.2.3 Food Consumption Patterns 

The level of food consumption is also an indicator of the poverty level of the households. The number 

of meals consumed in a day and the frequencies of protein intake per week, particularly meat and fish, 

are most superior in measuring poverty levels of the households. 

 

Number of Meals per Day 

The National Sample Census of Agriculture 2007/08 revealed that 86 percent of households in Bukoba 

Municipal Council normally have two meals per day, 14 percent of the households have three meals 

per day. On the other hand, there is no household that had one meal per day (Figure 2.4). 

 

Figure 2.4: Percentage Distribution of Rural Agricultural Households by Meals Taken per Day, Bukoba 

Municipal Council; 2007/2008  

 
  
             Source:  NBS, National Sample Census of Agriculture, Kagera Region, 2007/08. 
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Protein (Meat and Fish) Intake 

Protein intake among people in Bukoba Municipal Council showed meat preference than fish. The 

results of the 2007/08 National Sample Census of Agriculture showed that  27 percent of the 

households consumed fish once during the week preceding the census and 35 percent consumed meat 

once during the week preceding the census. Regardless of the availability of different types of meat, a 

large number of households (27 percent) never consumed meat during the respective week. A number 

of households (7 percent) had never consumed fish during the week preceding the census, (Figure 2.5).  

 

 
Figure 2.5: Percentage Distribution of Rural Agricultural Households by Frequency of Meat and Fish 

Consumption per Week by Households, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2007/2008 

  
 

 Source:  NBS, National Sample Census of Agriculture, Kagera Region, 2007/08. 

 

 

2.2.4 Health Indi cators 

The impact of HIV/AIDS pandemic has also replicated to the high rates of orphans observed in the 

2012 Population and Housing Census. Bukoba Municipal Council is among the councils in Kagera 

Region with average rates of orphans of 9.9 percent. The Municipal Council management is planning 

to conduct a survey in order to know the current status of orphan hood and factors contributing to have 

higher rates of orphans and come up with solutions. 
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Figure 2.6: Percentage Distribution of Orphans by Sex, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012 Census 

      
   Source:  NBS, Population and Housing Census, Kagera Region, 2012 

 

2.2.5 Literacy Rate and Understanding Different Languages 

Literacy rate is another quality aspect of population in any country and gauge the ability of 

understanding various issues of their socio-economic development and environment. According to the 

2012 Population and Housing Census, Kagera Region, the literacy rate in Bukoba Municipal Council is 

93.0 percent. 

   

Furthermore, Figure 2.7 reveals that there is also great achievement on percentages of understanding 

different languages.  About 59.9 percent could read or write in the national language (Kiswahili only) 

while 31.5 percent could read and write in Kiswahili and English. There were an insignificant 

percentage of people who were able to read and write in English only (1.5 percent) and other languages 

(0.1 percent). 

 

Figure 2.7: Percentage Distribution of Population by Understanding Different Languages, Bukoba 

Municipal Council, 2012 Census 

  
Source:  NBS, Population and Housing Census, Kagera Region, 2012 
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2.2.6 Housing Conditions 

Housing condition is another non ï income indictor that shows the poverty status of a household and 

can easily judge whether a household is of low, medium or high income level. Three aspects of a 

dwelling are observed whether they have used modern and durable materials for roofing, flooring and 

walls. 

 

Roofing Materials 

The 2012 Population and Housing Census Report shows that iron sheets is the most common roofing 

material in the Municipal Council. The situation in Bukoba Municipal Council showed that 96.5 

percent of households have iron sheets as roofing material, followed by grass or leaves (1.6 percent), 

titles (1.2 percent) while 0.2 percent used box paper, concrete and asbestos. Mud and leaves were used 

by 0.1 percent of the households (Figure 2.8).  

 

Figure 2.8: Percentage of Households by Type of Roofing Materials, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012  

  
Source: NBS, Population and Housing Census Report, Kagera region, 2015 

 

 

Flooring Materials 

Flooring is also an important indicator on the quality of dwellings in measuring poverty of private 

households. Figure 2.9 reveals that 78.7 percent of households in Bukoba Municipal Council used 

cement material, followed by earth/sand (19 percent). It was only 2 percent of the households who 

used ceramic tiles as flooring materials for their dwellings in 2012. Although the council has not yet 

done any survey to evaluate the current status, few households in Bukoba Municipal Council have used 

wood planks and palm/bamboo planks as the flooring materials. This implies that there is a significant 

improvement in Bukoba Municipal Council on the use of modern materials for flooring. 
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Figure 2.9: Percentage of Households by Type of Flooring Materials, Bukoba Municipal Council, 2012 

    

 Source: NBS, Population and Housing Census Report, Kagera Region, 2015 

 

 

Wall Materials  

The use of modern and durable wall materials is another notable feature concerning dwellings in the 

measurement of poverty in any country or region. Figure 2.10 shows that the majority (65.6 percent) of 

households in Bukoba Municipal Council had their house walls built of baked bricks, 15.6 percent 

built by cement bricks,  12 percent built by sundried bricks, 3.3 percent built by poles and mud and 1.9 

percent built by timber and iron sheets. On the other hand, 0.5 percent of households used stones and 

0.7 percent used timber materials for wall building. This implies that most of the house walls in 

Bukoba Municipal Council were built by baked bricks. 

 

                  Figure 2.10: Percentage of Households by Type of Wall Materials, Bukoba MC; 2012  

     

 Source: NBS, Population and Housing Census Report, Kagera Region, 2015 

 

 


























































































































































































































































